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The following Petition is made public, in the hope that 
Individuals will be found willing to unite in adopting it, 
and causing it to be presented to one or both Houses of 
Parliament. 

The framer of the Petition is certainly very far from 
being singular in the leading views he entertains with 
regard to the merits, or rather the demerits, of the more 
actively circulating portion of the Newspaper Press. 
While, however, it will be seen that the Petition aims at 
giving practical eflfect to those views, it will be equally 
apparent that it pays attention to, and makes abundant 
provision for, that other, and just now more popular 
object — a cheap Newspaper Press. 

It can scarcely be necessary to observe, that in address- 
ing the Upper House, the term "Right Honourable'* 
must be used, instead of '^ Honourable." 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 



THE LORDS SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL, 



OR, 



TO THE HONOURABLE 

THE COMMONS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, 
IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

The Petition of the undersigned Friends to an 
improved Newspaper Press, 

Sheweth, 

That in the opinion of your Petitioners, the News- 
paper Press of this country has attained to a 
rank luxuriance, to a bloated or a fungus-like 
growth, which, under ordinary circumstances, 
might well arrest the attention of your Honour- 
able House; but which, at the present juncture, 
imperatively calls for consideration. 
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That the rankly luxuriant or diseased growth which 
your Petitioners allege, evinces itself in the 
enormous and most inconvenient enlargement 
that has taken place of our Newspaper sheets, — 
the size of the types employed, having at the 
same time been correspondingly reduced ; and 
further, in the vast strides made by what is 
known as — the Sunday Press. 

That while the mass of Newspaper matter which is 
thus obtruded upon the community, goes well 
nigh to swamp, rather than to exercise and 
invigorate, the public faculties, — the tone or 
bearing of much of the Newspaper Press has 
become little short of Sovereign ; and threatens 
^both rulers and ruled with a tyranny more 
hateful than any society has ever been called to 
endure. 

That, regarded as a standard or exemplar either of 
Morals or of Manners, the present Newspaper 
Press is eminently to be reprobated; — the 
leading Public Journals hesitating not habitu- 
ally to impute to each other the most entire 
• dereliction of principle, and incessantly indulg- 



ing in reciprocations of abuse and vilification, 
which are a scandal to society. 

That in other respects, very much of the present 
Newspaper Press operates most prejudicially ; — 
as for instance, in its influence upon the parent or 
legitimate Press of the country, which can drag 
on none other than a lingering existence, so 
long as the remark continues true, — that, 
whereas it formerly took but a day to read a 
week's news, it now requires a week to read a 
day's news. 

That, further, in the opinion of your Petitioners, 
the state of things here briefly adverted to and 
deplored, is at the present moment, easily 
susceptible of some check or correction ; and 
this, by a very simple course, which might for 
the future be adopted, with regard to the 
Newspaper Duties; — a course which, with 
the leave of your Honourable House, your 
Petitioners will proceed to intimate: — 
— The daily Newspapers, which are the 
principal delinquents under the main heads that 
have been adduced, have never been advocates 
for any alteration of the Duties more directly 
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affecting the public Journals. Some of them, 

> 

even, as a reason it may be presumed for the 
contrary, have with great candour avowed, that 
habits of Newspaper-reading, were not very 
far removed from habits of Dram-drinking. — 

As IT RESPECTS THE DUTIES IN QUESTION, IT IS 

THEN THE PROPOSAL OF YOUR PETITIONERS, THAT 
THE DAILY JOURNALS, THE PRESENT MISCELLANEOUS 

DAILY JOURNALS, SHOULD REMAIN UNDISTURBED: 

THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE THE FULL BENEFTI OF THE 
STATUS QUO. 

— But your Petitioners suggest, advisedly 
suggest, That THE Stamp and Advertisement 
Duties be repealed in the case of Newspapers - 

weicH ARE Published at longer intervals; that 
A 

IS, AT FROM THREE TIMES TO ONCE A WEEK : which 

Journals, besides that they exact less time 
to peruse or look over, are less encum- 
bered with hasty, ill-considered writing, and 
are, otherwise, of necessity purged of much 
of the dross of their daily competitors : — 
— And FURTHER, and which is deemed 
to be specially important, your Petitioners 
PROPOSE, That the Duties in question be 

TAKEN OFF IN THE CASE OF ALL JOURNALS WHICH 
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MAY COME TO BE ESTABLISHED, AT WHATEVER 
VALS PUBLISHED, THE DISTINCTIVE FEATURE O 

SHALL BE, THEIR DEVOTING THEMSELVES TO ONE SUB- 
JECT, OR TO ONE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION:— 

an arrangement this latter, from which the 
happiest results may be augured, in the as- 
sortment, and in the greatly increased accu- 
racy of intelligence, that would ensue ; — 
each of which has, among thinking people, been 
long felt to be a desideratum of moment. — 
Indeed this part of the proposal is fraught with 
all the advantages of a division of labour; 
these advantages involving in them — what is a 
further great desideratum in the case of our 
Press — a wider, a more extended distribution 
of the Profits of Labour. 



Your Petitioners, with much confidence, sub- 
mit to your Honourable House the premises ; and 
they entreat, that what they thus submit, may be duly 
weighed ; and that, particularly, the propriety of 
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^CRIMINATING DUTY UPON PuBLIC JOURNALS, mav 

'effect 
be ^ • roughly canvassed by your Honourable 

House, before any changes are determined upon, 

in the imposts affecting Newspapers. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 
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